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Texans Granted Additional Weeks of Unemployment Benefits  
TWC will notify all potentially eligible claimants by mail 

AUSTIN –The Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) is notifying approximately 45,000 Texas 
unemployment claimants that they may be eligible for an additional seven-week extension of state 
Extended Benefits. TWC is mailing letters to claimants who have exhausted their benefits instructing 
them how to apply for the additional extension. The letters direct claimants who have already exhausted 
their benefits and have not found work to call a special number provided on the letter to apply for the 
new extension. 

Earlier this month, the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) informed TWC that Texas workers will be 
eligible for additional benefits because the state’s unemployment rate averaged at least 8 percent for 
three consecutive months. The state’s unemployment rate first hit 8 percent in August, rose to 8.2 
percent in September, and has remained above 8 percent. Texas is able to pay state extended benefits 
through the end of the year. 

Claimants who are currently receiving state Extended Benefits will automatically have the additional 
weeks added to their claim and will receive a letter showing the additional amount of benefits they 
potentially could receive.  

Claimants who currently receive unemployment benefits should continue to request payment as 
scheduled. Claimants may update their address information online through http://ui.texasworkforce.org  
or by contacting a UI Tele-Center toll-free at 1-800-939-6631.  Re-employment services are available 
through workforce centers statewide or by accessing www.WorkInTexas.com for information.  

Today, President Obama signed HB 3548 which provides 14 additional weeks of Extended 
Unemployment Compensation (EUC) to all states. More information on EUC will be available next 
week.  
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The Texas Workforce Commission is a state agency dedicated to helping Texas employers, workers and 
communities prosper economically. For details on TWC and the services it offers in unison with its network of 
local workforce development boards, call (512) 463-8556 or visit www.texasworkforce.org. 
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