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Texas Unemployment Rate Rises in May 
Texas unemployment at 7.1 percent far below U.S. rate of 9.4 percent  

                
AUSTIN —Texas’ seasonally adjusted unemployment rate rose in May to 7.1 percent and continued to 
trend well below the national rate of 9.4 percent. The Texas unemployment rate was up from a revised  
6.6 percent in April when the U.S. unemployment rate stood at 8.9 percent. 
 
Texas’ seasonally adjusted nonagricultural employment fell by 24,700 jobs in May. Texas has recorded a 
net loss of 222,600 jobs in the past 12 months, compared with job losses of 5.4 million in the United 
States during the same period.  
 
“The Texas unemployment rate continued to follow the national unemployment rate’s upward trend,” said 
Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) Chairman Tom Pauken. “Few industries were spared in May as 
Texas employers continued to report job losses. Continued unemployment claims increased in Texas as 
well.”  
 
Texas saw broad industry losses in May. Hardest hit were Manufacturing with a loss of 12,800 jobs over the 
month, followed by Construction with a loss of 10,400 jobs.   
 
“Texas workers are facing a tight job market as employers across most industries reported job losses in 
May,” said TWC Commissioner Representing Labor Ronny Congleton. “Job search assistance is 
available from TWC and 28 workforce boards across the state.” 
 
Education and Health Services remained a bright spot in the Texas economy with an additional 5,800 jobs 
in May for a gain of 59,600 jobs over the year. The Other Services industry, which includes automotive, 
electronic, and commercial repair and maintenance, grew by 5,200 jobs this month. 
 
“While our unemployment rate rose in May, it does remain 2.3 percentage points below the national rate, 
and Texas experienced job growth in education and health care,” said TWC Commissioner Representing 
the Public Andres Alcantar. “TWC and the workforce centers around the state remain focused on helping 
Texans find jobs.” 
 
The Lubbock Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) experienced the lowest unemployment rate in the state 
at 4.6 percent (not seasonally adjusted). The Amarillo MSA recorded the second lowest unemployment 
rate at 4.7 percent.  The College Station-Bryan MSA was third lowest at 4.9 percent. 
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LMCI 
Civilian Labor Force Estimates for Texas Metropolitan Statistical Areas 

Not Seasonally Adjusted (In Thousands) 
  May 2009 April 2009 May 2008 

 C.L.F. Emp.   Unemp. Rate  C.L.F. Emp.   Unemp. Rate  C.L.F. Emp.   Unemp. Rate  

  United States 154,336.0 140,363.0 13,973.0 9.1  153,834.0 140,586.0 13,248.0 8.6  154,003.0 145,927.0 8,076.0 5.2  
  State of Texas 11,920.5 11,098.5 822.0 6.9  11,873.4 11,118.9 754.5 6.4  11,639.3 11,120.2 519.1 4.5  
  Abilene 83.0 78.7 4.3 5.2  83.2 79.2 4.0 4.8  82.0 79.1 2.9 3.6  
  Amarillo 130.2 124.1 6.1 4.7  130.3 125.0 5.3 4.1  128.5 124.3 4.2 3.2  
  Austin-Round Rock 894.2 839.2 55.0 6.1  889.1 837.6 51.5 5.8  862.4 828.6 33.8 3.9  
  Beaumont-Port Arthur 181.9 165.4 16.5 9.1  181.6 166.6 15.0 8.2  179.9 169.4 10.5 5.8  
  Brownsville-Harlingen 147.9 134.6 13.3 9.0  147.5 135.2 12.3 8.4  145.1 136.3 8.8 6.1  
  College Station-Bryan 107.0 101.8 5.2 4.9  107.8 102.9 4.9 4.5  106.3 102.5 3.8 3.6  
  Corpus Christi 207.1 193.5 13.6 6.6  206.8 194.7 12.1 5.9  204.6 195.8 8.8 4.3  
  Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington 3,173.8 2,947.5 226.3 7.1  3,161.5 2,952.4 209.1 6.6  3,128.3 2,985.4 142.9 4.6  
     Dallas-Plano-Irving MD 2,113.4 1,962.2 151.2 7.2  2,106.1 1,966.1 140.0 6.6  2,091.0 1,995.2 95.8 4.6  
     Fort Worth-Arlington MD 1,060.2 985.2 75.0 7.1  1,055.4 986.3 69.1 6.5  1,037.1 990.1 47.0 4.5  
  El Paso 305.4 280.0 25.4 8.3  303.9 280.8 23.1 7.6  298.1 281.0 17.1 5.7  
  Houston-Sugar Land-Baytown 2,804.5 2,610.0 194.5 6.9  2,793.8 2,617.1 176.7 6.3  2,765.5 2,644.1 121.4 4.4  
  Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood 161.2 151.4 9.8 6.1  160.7 151.8 8.9 5.6  156.0 148.8 7.2 4.6  
  Laredo 95.4 88.0 7.4 7.8  95.1 88.3 6.8 7.2  92.0 87.5 4.5 4.9  
  Longview 110.3 102.7 7.6 6.9  110.0 103.2 6.8 6.2  107.5 103.3 4.2 3.9  
  Lubbock 142.4 135.9 6.5 4.6  142.8 136.8 6.0 4.2  139.8 134.9 4.9 3.5  
  McAllen-Edinburg-Mission 293.8 266.2 27.6 9.4  292.8 266.7 26.1 8.9  279.9 262.4 17.5 6.3  
  Midland 77.7 73.7 4.0 5.2  77.7 74.2 3.5 4.5  74.3 72.3 2.0 2.7  
  Odessa 75.0 69.2 5.8 7.8  74.7 69.7 5.0 6.6  69.7 67.5 2.2 3.1  
  San Angelo 53.5 50.4 3.1 5.8  53.6 50.7 2.9 5.5  52.4 50.4 2.0 3.8  
  San Antonio 963.5 907.2 56.3 5.8  961.9 909.8 52.1 5.4  944.6 905.5 39.1 4.1  
  Sherman-Denison 56.8 52.6 4.2 7.4  56.6 52.7 3.9 6.9  55.5 52.8 2.7 4.9  
  Texarkana 63.9 60.2 3.7 5.8  63.8 60.5 3.3 5.2  63.7 61.0 2.7 4.3  
  Tyler 101.9 94.8 7.1 7.0  101.5 95.0 6.5 6.4  97.4 93.1 4.3 4.5  
  Victoria 58.6 54.6 4.0 6.8  58.6 55.0 3.6 6.1  58.0 55.9 2.1 3.6  
  Waco 112.4 105.7 6.7 6.0  112.2 106.0 6.2 5.5  110.6 106.0 4.6 4.1  
  Wichita Falls 73.0 68.1 4.9 6.7  73.1 68.6 4.5 6.2  72.2 69.2 3.0 4.1  

             

 
 
 
Please note that the unemployment estimates for the United States and Texas in this chart are “Not 
Seasonally Adjusted” for purposes of comparison to the “Not Seasonally Adjusted” Metropolitan 
Statistical Area data.  
 
 
 
Audio downloads from TWC Chairman Tom Pauken on latest labor market data are available at the 
following link: 
http://www.twc.state.tx.us/news/press/2009/praudio09.html  
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The Texas Workforce Commission is a state agency dedicated to helping Texas employers, workers and communities 
prosper economically. For details on TWC and the services it offers in unison with its network of local workforce 
development boards, call (512) 463-8556 or visit www.texasworkforce.org. 
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